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David and Jonathan (I Samuel 18-20)

Main Point: God will always be with those who trust in Him.
Key Verse: The Lord Himself will go ahead of you. He will be with you. He will never leave you. He’ll never desert you. So don’t be afraid. Don’t lose hope. - Deuteronomy 31:8
Materials: Pictures of the anvil and blacksmith to show your kids while you tell them about how a blacksmith makes a knife.
Personal Connection 
· Say: Have you ever seen a blacksmith at work making a knife out of a piece of iron? First he takes a large lump of iron and sticks it inside a really hot fire. The iron isn’t moldable until it gets extremely hot. When the iron turns bright red, the blacksmith knows it is time to strike the lump of iron with his hammer so that the iron can be flattened and shaped. Once the iron has been hammered into the shape of knife, do you think it’s ready to be used? No, there is still more work to be done. The blacksmith pulls out an iron file (kind of like the ones we use to file our nails, except a lot bigger!). The blacksmith runs the iron file over the edge of the knife many times. Do you know why he does this? To make the edges sharp. Your mom knows that using a dull knife in the kitchen to cut up fruits and vegetables can be very dangerous. In order for a knife to be useful, the edges have to be sharp. 

· Say: Let’s read Proverbs 27:17 together. What does the Bible say about your friends?

Hands on Application
· Say: In our lesson today, we heard about how David was having a difficult time with Saul! That reminds me of when the blacksmith puts the lump of iron into the hot fire so that he can make something useful out of it. Through the trials with Saul, God was with David and was molding him to be the next king. While David was going through this hard time, God also knew that David needed the gift of a really good friend. David’s friendship with Jonathan gave him hope and helped him to not be afraid. Do you have a friend who is really special to you and encourages you? 
· Say: Jonathan had a lot to lose in his friendship with David. Normally, he would have been chosen to become the next king of Israel, but God had already chosen David. Jonathan could have become bitter or even tried to kill David! But instead, he showed David what it was like to be a true friend. Leader, share about a friendship in your life that showed the quality of unconditional love. 
Group Discussion

· Say: Let’s take a look at some more verses about how to be a good friend. When you read a verse, I want you to tell our group one way you can show the truth from this verse in your life this week. Let me show you an example. Read Proverbs 27:9 This verse reminds me about how I love to spend time with my friend ____________________. This week I am going to invite my friend over to my house for some dessert just so we can spend some time together talking and laughing!

· Read the following verses together: Proverbs 17:17, I Peter 1:22, Proverbs 27:6, Ecclesiastes 4:9-10, Proverbs 13:20, and I Thessalonians 5:14.
Conversation with God (Prayer)

Pray that the friendships of your children will sharpen them into the image of God!  Fill in the prayer journal and close in prayer.
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An anvil where the blacksmith pounds the piece of iron when it gets hot.
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A blacksmith preparing the iron in the fire. 
      A blacksmith pounding the iron into 






    
      shape with an iron hammer.
